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.meént on Schum 3
But ‘she’ said “any” changes - -

BY BILL BLEYF.R

The state should .replzic
its new annital saltwater fish-

ing license with a‘free, one- "’

time™ registrafion . system,
Sen. Charles Schumer and

. local fishing and boating *

groups said yesterday.
The New York Demo.
called on ~federal officials
and the state Department of
Envn:onmental Conservation
to make the change because
“the new system is’ riddled
with problems. If is too com-
plex and the ‘cost is unfair”

- when $o ‘many a.re struggling

financially.

He said ﬁshermen found it
difficalt to -obtain, the -
cense, though the state says
it has Sold 32,000 licenses
. through it$ Web site,-a dedi-

c_ated phone line and 1,450 K-

a. balt shops

1t was. éspe ally unfaxr to
have begim the'program Oct.
1, then require; fishermen to
buy anothéi jicense three
months Jatér,. said Schumer,

_ who cited{Delaware as a:

staté that collects “federally
required statistics from fish-
ermen with a free registry
system. Delaware, however,
requires fishermen i« xegls—
ter annually
quires most,of thefm'to

chase an annual- $8.50 N

cense, said Craig Shitey, fish-
eries administrator for the

Delaware Dwxsmn of Fish &

Wwildlife.

DEC : spokeswoman Lori-

Severino declined ‘to ‘com-

1’s proposal.
would: bavé-to go through

the .State- Legislature,” which’

approved the license S bill
drafted with DEC:

The law’ requ!res annual 1i-

" censes that.cést $10 for indi-

viduals. Flshmg boat owners
can buy a‘license for $400

that covers all of -their-eas
- tomers.

to m:plement Jicerising - or’
tegmtratmn systeins by 2010
or go with a federal system

that charges highér fees and °
directs the .mohey to the!

*. U.S. Treastry. The fees col--;
;.'lected by .the DEC cover Ji-
cense’ procéssing costs with

leftover funds -going to fish -

Hmanagement programs, Sev-

Schurner said the process-
ing costs could be covered
by other taxes. But neither
Schumer nor the DEC could

_detail those costs.

The federal law is aimed
at helping the government
better determiné how. many.
people are ﬁshmg and for
which speciés so it more. ef-.
fectively sets'catch limits,

Schumer pointed dut that-

"the federal Jaw does ndt re-

quire states to collect a fee :
or hmaintain’ an ,anoual H-

" cenise System. Whlle he said
no state hag one-time regis- -
.tration, he maintained that
‘would still allow federal offi- .
. cials to contact fishermen'to .

obtain " pecessaty ~informa-
tion. He added that the state
is already offéring a-lifetime
license for $150 so an.annual ~
program is unnecessary.
Teri ;Frady, spokeswoman

. .for the’National Oceanic and

Atmosphenc Adnumstratmn,;,
said “the 1aw doesn’t require 4"
fee but allows for it. The law
doesp't require that it be annu- .
al.” But she added that NOAA
wants, airiual hcensmg be-
cause it uges the régistrations -
to survey ﬁshermen and a one- -
time sign up would not, pro-
vide current informatio. -
Schuimer . wa§ " joined in’
Point Lookout by representa-
tives of the United Boatmen

. of New' York, the New York

Sportﬁshmg Federatmn 4iid.
other ' groups that argued
eliminating the licénse . feé
would boost fishing and gen-

eraté local ‘spending and tax

' revenue that Lwould-veffsetu
" the lass of licemse fees.
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